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SUBJECT: CONSULAR INTERVIEW WITH ROBERT POUDRIER 
REF: RANGOON 3062 & OTHERS 

1. CONSULAR OFFICER INTERVIEWED SUBJECT FOR ABOUT 45 MINUTES AT 
INSEIN JAIL 19 NOV. IN THE PRESENCE OF TWO GUARDS AND ONE MILI- 
TARY INTELLIGENCE OFFICER. POUDRIER LOOKED WELL AND WAS DRESSED 
NEATLY IN SHIRT AND TIE. HE STATED THAT HE HAD BEEN ARRESTED 
SEPT 2 WHILE RETURNING FROM MITCHINA TO MANDALAY FOR BEING IN A 
FORBIDDEN AREA, AND THAT HE KNEW IT WAS ILLEGAL FOR FOREIGNERS TO 
BE THERE. HE WAS INTERROGATED FOR TWELVE CONTINUOUS HOURS IN 
MITCHINA AND SIX CONTINUOUS HOURS IN MANDALAY BUT WAS NOT PHYSIC- 
ALLY ABUSED. HE WAS THEN HELD 41 DAYS IN "SOLITARY CONFIDEMENT" 

ON BREAD AND WATER. (IT IS NOT UNUSUALY FOR FOREIGNERS TO BE DE- 
TAINED AWAY FROM OTHER PRISONERS). HE REQUESTED A LAWYER, A 
TRIAL, AND ACCESS TO THE AMERICAN EMBASSY; THE BURMESE DID NOT 
RESPOND TO HIS REQUEST. UNTIL THIS INTERVIEW HE WAS UNAWARE OF 
ANY CHARGES AGAINST HIM, ANY TRIAL, OR ANY SENTENCING. (EMBASSY 
WAS INFORMED BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE 29 OCT. THAT POUDRIER HAD BEEN 
SENTENCED TO TWO MONTHS FROM 1 OCTOBER FOR ACTING "IN A MANNER 
PREJUDICIAL TO THE SAFETY OF THE COUNTRY." POUDRIER STATED THAT 
HIS TREATMENT HAD IMPROVED MARKEDLY DURING THE LAST WEEK. 

2. THE EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW IF ANY FUTURE INTERVIEWS WILL BE 
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GRANTED OR IF POUDRIER WILL IN FACT, BE RELEASED ON 1 DECEMBER. 
PLEASE INFORM WIFE THAT HUSBAND IS WELL AND IS BEING RELATIVELY 
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WELL TREATED. HER LETTERS WERE DELIVERED BY CONSULAR OFFICER TO 
HIM. HE HAS LOST TWENTY POUNDS DURING HIS IMPRISONMENT, BUT IS 
IN GOOD HEALTH AND SPIRITS. EMBASSY IS SUPPLYING FOOD PACKAGES 
AND OTHER SUPPLIES AS PERMITTED BY GUB. 

OSBORN 
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